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● Intro to Ibali (and Omeka S)

● Visual Tour

● Modules and Processes for Interoperability and 

Discovery
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ibali

• Showcase platform running Omeka S and IIIF

• isiXhosa for story (selected by library staff)

• Visitors “write” their own stories through exploring 

collections

• Not only about the content, but how well the site 

weaves the content.

– How many useful links and connections

within and across collections can be built?

https://ibali.uct.ac.za
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Digital Curation Workflow

Adapted from: Constantopoulos, P and Dallas, C. (2006). Aspects of a digital curation agenda for cultural heritage. [online] Available at: http://www.dcu.gr/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Aspects-of-a-digital-curation-agenda-for-cultural-heritage.pdf
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Mission

• SHOWCASE media and digital objects in a structured 

manner

– Adhering that all collections are enhanced with 

basic metadata

– Housing it under the university umbrella

– Enhancing digital objects with LOD

• Outsource showcasing to the researchers groups who 

want to build collections by connections

https://ibali.uct.ac.za

https://omeka.org/s/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/


Omeka S
https://omeka.org/s/

Tool for GLAM (Galleries 

Libraries Archives and 

Museums) to showcase 

Digital Collections

“Omeka S is a next-

generation web publishing 

platform for institutions 

interested in connecting 

digital cultural heritage 

collections with other 

resources online.’

https://ibali.uct.ac.za
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Omeka S
https://omeka.org/s/

Omeka S’s primary focus is on 

organizing elements of a 

collection such that the links in 

between items and the greater 

elements of the internet are 

strengthened.

All items “tagged” through a form 

– using Resource Description 

Framework (RDF) to describe, 

organise and connect data and 

metadata. Items exposed through 

JSON-LD.
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https://omeka.org/s/
https://omeka.org/s/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/


Items - many different kinds

Media

Place

Person
Event

Unique 

Objects

Audio

Videos

Images

[photos, 

drawings, …]

Documents 

[maps, 

posters, 

letters…]

Item

Physical 

Objects
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Shift in looking at websites

• Not just an unstructured WEBSITE - more a visual 

database

• Focus on the objects/items, how to describe them

and how their descriptions can create connections

and relationships.

– Requires a level of curation before showcasing

• The linked data structure allows users to explore 

those connections.

• Pages can highlight the connections a user wants to 

expose and tell their stories

https://ibali.uct.ac.za
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Omeka S
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/
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Modules and Processes

Interoperability and Discovery
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Structured Data
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Vocabularies

Vocabularies are a collection of published RDF metadata Classes and Properties for describing a Resource 

of a particular type. Linked open vocabularies are created externally to Omeka, and, because they are 

openly available, can be imported (with some limitations) into Omeka S.

These vocabularies are sometimes referred to as ontologies.

https://ibali.uct.ac.za
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Vocabularies

If you have special and uncommon 

item types or classes, you may wish to 

find and import a linked open vocabulary 

to standardize the description 

of those particular items.

"A vocabulary in LOV gathers definitions 

of a set of classes and properties 

(together simply called terms of the 

vocabulary), useful to describe specific 

types of things, or things in a given 

domain or industry, or things at large but 

for a specific usage." 

(Source: https://lov.linkeddata.es/dataset/l

ov/about)

The most-used Linked Open 

Vocabulary is Dublin Core Terms 

(dcterms:).

Source: https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/content/vocabularies/
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Multilingual Support
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Modules

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/
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Custom Vocab

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomVocab/
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ValueSuggest

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/ValueSuggest/
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Custom Ontologies

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/CustomOntology/
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Custom Ontologies
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Custom Ontologies
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OAI-PMH

Source: https://omeka.org/s/modules/OaiPmhRepository/
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API

Source: https://omeka.org/s/docs/developer/api/
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Further Links
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Omeka S Developer

Source: https://omeka.org/s/docs/developer/
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https://omeka.org/s/docs/developer/
https://ibali.uct.ac.za/


Omeka S 2023 Development Priorities

During 2023, the Omeka Team have identified the following key 

priorities to guide their work:

• Interoperability and integration with other systems in the GLAM and digital 

scholarship ecosystem

• Increased data portability through a range of outputs

• Improved site authoring options

• Increased options for media handling and display

• Improved administrative tools including change logs and analytics

• Ongoing attention to accessibility

• Creation of additional themes

• Improved developer and end user documentation, including screencasts

Source: https://omeka.org/s/docs/developer/devpriorities/
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Omeka S Modules

Source: https://daniel-km.github.io/UpgradeToOmekaS/omeka_s_modules.html
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Omeka S Forum

Source: https://forum.omeka.org/c/omeka-s/8
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Links

1. Visit omeka.org and try the sandbox

2. Omeka S Forums

3. Omeka S User Guide

4. Module List

5. OSF Repository with all Presentations

6. Visit the DLS Website

7. Ibali Indaba Monthly Webinars

https://ibali.uct.ac.za
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https://lib.uct.ac.za/digitalservices

“Building Connections through Collections”

-Ujala Satgoor, Executive Director UCT Libraries

sanjin.muftic@uct.ac.za

dls@uct.ac.za
@DigitalUct
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