


Main areas of work





What do researchers want?

(Bjoern Brembs, neurobiologist - COAR Annual Meeting 2022)



Repositories are the foundation for a 
distributed, globally networked 
infrastructure for scholarly 
communication, on top of which 
layers of value added services will be 
deployed, thereby transforming the 
system, making it more research-
centric, open to and supportive of 
innovation, while also collectively 
managed by the scholarly community.

Next Generation Repository



Repositories are fundamental for to achieve this vision

Most OA policies favour repositories because of the prohibitive costs of 
APCs
New policies bypass the published article, and require preprint sharing 
and encourage external peer review (referred to as the “publish, review, 
curate” model)
All research data sharing policies rely on repositories
All open science policies have equity as a principle - this means no cost 
to the author or reader to deposit or use



Current Repository Landscape

There are at least 6,000 open access repositories in the world



Scholarly communication system must, 
not only be open, but must 
accommodate the different workflows, 
languages, publication outputs, and 
research topics that support the needs 
of different research communities and 
different regions.



All COAR’s Resources are openly available!



Setting global standards for open science for all

In the fragmented scientific and policy environment, a 

global understanding of the meaning, opportunities and 

challenges of open science is needed for its fair and 

equitable operationalization at the individual, institutional, 

national, regional and international levels.

The UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science 

provides an international framework for open science 

policy and practice that recognizes disciplinary and 

regional differences in open science perspectives. It takes 

into account academic freedom, gender-transformative 

approaches and the specific challenges of scientists and 

other open science actors in different countries and in 

particular in developing countries, and contributes to 

reducing the digital, technological and knowledge divides 

existing between and within countries.

Unanimously adopted by all UNESCO member countries 

in November 2021



Research can be global and research can be local



Key Challenges

1. Achieving the right balance between supporting local needs and 

international visibility / discoverability

2. Developing and maintain the infrastructures and services needed to curate, 

preserve and provide access to a diversity of research outputs

3. Redirecting funding away from commercial publishers towards open science 

services that support our vision of equity, diversity, transparency and 

openness

4. Rethinking current assessment systems that rely on traditional measures 

such as impact factor that are biased against the global south



The Helsinki Initiative on Multilingualism in Scholarly 
Communication asserts that the disqualification of local or national 
languages in academic publishing is the most important – and often 
forgotten – factor that prevents societies from using and taking 
advantage of the research done where they live.

Major corporations and international publishers operate according to 
market laws favoring English over local publication languages, because 
they want to target the largest possible number of users and translate 
mostly from English to other languages. Languages with fewer users are 
overlooked and become invisible.

Reclaiming key communication channels and owning them by the 
academic community and learned societies is a crucial step in 
maintaining and achieving the goals of open science. Only in this way 
will we be able to fully open up the publications and their metadata used 
in the research assessment.

Example – How to share research internationally, but support local 

languages/populations in accessing that research

https://www.helsinki-initiative.org/


COAR works with individual repositories and repository networks 
to advance repositories globally









The aim of the project is to develop 
and accelerate community adoption 
of a standard, interoperable, and 
decentralised approach to linking 
research outputs hosted in the 
distributed network of 
repositories with resources from 
external services such as overlay-
journals and open peer review 
services, using linked data 
notifications.

The COAR Notify 
Initiative

…and 

innovate!



2020

Notify Technical 
Architecture

2021

Launch COAR 
Notify Initiative

2016

COAR Next Generation 
Repository Initiative

2019

Pubfair Conceptual 
Model

2022

Arcadia Funding

Notify comes from many years of 
work at COAR 



Facilitating communications across repository 
and review service

REPOSITORY REVIEW SERVICECOAR NOTIFY PROTOCOL

Request Review

Acknowledge Request

Announce Review
Link to Review

Review Request

Link to Preprint

Preprint Review



Implementation group 1



Implementation group 2



Development 
completed

Development 
underway

Development 
planned

Open source development



Endorse 

/ validate

Introducing innovation into Diamond OA

Image adapted from: https://www.sciencecolab.org/biophysics-colab

COAR believes the Publish, Review, Curate model could play an important 

role in the diamond OA ecosystem in the future and address many of the the 

sustainability challenge in Africa

PRC can give us a competitive advantage over the traditional commercial 

publishers!



Subm
it

“Publish, Review, Curate” is already 
being implemented in Africa (and 
elsewhere)

Request Review



For more information, please visit www.coar-repositories.org/ or 
contact us at kathleen.shearer@coar-repositories.org

Thank You!

http://www.coar-repositories.org/

