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Genesis of this journey in 2020
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Building Capacity in Scholarly and Science Communication
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Building on preceding collaborative initiatives 2021
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Review: a Roundtable Discussion
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Target audience: Postgraduates, Early Career
Researchers, Mid-Senior level

« African scientists and scholars based on the
African continent

+ African scientists and scholars currently based
at a host institute outside Africa

* Non-African scientists and scholars who
conduct research on African Territory

» Non-African scientists and scholars who conduct
research relevant to African affairs
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Research Categories: Open to all disciplines
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Motivation

Fostering transformative and equal knowledge production
Improving opportunities for African Scholars to practice open peer- review
Providing access for African Scholars to scalable training in peer review

Raising awareness about preprints and how their use can enrich the
scholarly publishing process and knowledge exchange globally
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Goals

To build capacity and enthusiasm for scholarly open review of
preprints among African researchers

To offer opportunities to actively participate in peer review and
gain recognition through community engagement

To help decolonize the academic publishing process by creating
equitable opportunities for African researchers to engage, lead,
and teach others
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w Wellcome Trust Research Enrichment Grant

e Diversity & Inclusion

Working together to shape an and future of scholarly communication

>> wellcome.org/grant-funding/schemes/research-enrichment-diversity-and-inclusion
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Together we will ...

Foster an open and inclusive approach to peer review
Highlight manuscripts authored by African scholars or covering African-relevant content
Create a safe space for reflection around issues of

* scholarly knowledge decolonization

* biases in academic environments

* open scholarship tools and practices, and

e additional topics that may emerge during these dynamic group discussions
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Approach

Train the trainer model: We will recruit, engage and train
in adapting the training materials and delivering it to their
respective research communities

Multilingualism: Resources will be available in 3 of the
languages, English, French, and Arabic

Openness: We will share all resources openly for everyone to use and adapt

Ongoing support: Trained researchers will be invited to join the eLife ECR
Reviewers Pool, and offered
on open platforms such as PREreview and Sciety
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Materials will include...

Workshop curriculum with accessible tools and resources to

help participants work through the process of writing a preprint review,
assess and mitigate biases, and .
constructively evaluate their peers’ reviews.

Trainer’s guide to assist trainers in the delivery of the workshop

facilitation tips to engage participants in peer-to-peer experience sharing and self
reflection

templates for the reﬁistration form and emails to participants
pre- and post-workshop feedback form, and
guidelines to lead an inclusive and respectful workshop.
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Timeline

PHASE | PHASE I PHASE Il

Research Trainers Workshop
& content recruitment delivery &
co-creation & training evaluation

G B

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.5770712 ’ @TCCAfrica | @EiderAfrica | @AfricArXiv | @PREreview_ | @elife



View our poster at

doi: doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5762096
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CAPACITY BUILDING

Increasing engagement
in scholarly open preprint
review from an African
perspective

Providing opportunities
to actively participate in
peer review and gain
recognition through
community engagement

9 PARTNERS

PREREVIEW

COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE

Creating a safe space for
reflection around scholarly
knowledge decolonization
academic environments,
open scholarship tools and
practices

Fostering an open &
inclusive approach to
reviewing research
manuscripts

MULTILINGUALISM

TRAIN THE TRAINER

Workshop curriculum will
include tools and resources to
help participants work through

the process of writing a
constructive and actionable
manuscript review and assess
and mitigate biases

10 African researchers will
be recruited as trainers and
equipped with all the support
and know-how to facilitate
the workshop among their
«resaarch communities

OPEN

REVIEWERS

- AFRICA

SCALABILITY

Workshop content and
trainer guide will be made
available under the open
license GG~BY %.0 in
English, French, and Arabic

Workshop trainers and
participants will be offered
support to build and
maintain community sharing
contributions on existing
partners' platforms, such as
PREreview, SCIETY, and
AfricArXiv

Research Trainers Workshop
& content recruitment delivery &
co-creation & training evaluation

PROJEGT SUMMARY

Eider Africa, TCC Africa, AfricArXiv, PREreview, and elife are partnering to develop resources and a dissemination strategy for the delivery of an open peer
review workshop to African research communities in the life sciences. Our goal is to build capacity and enthusiasm for scholarly open review of preprints
among African researchers, and to provide opportunities to actively participate in peer review and gain recognition through community engagement. We will
showcase our approach to co-creating resources and a replicable framework tailored to the needs and objectives of a growing community of African
reviewers in the context of the changing global landscape of scientific research assessment and dissemination.
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