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Why can’t I publish this 5MB video?



Am I alone?



I am not alone



Repositories as a core service to enable discoverability

An infrastructure that you 
have to build and maintain 
simply configure and let run



Showcasing research as it is meant to be visualised



The boring (but important!) bits

● All items are assigned a digital 
object identifier (DOI) or handle

● Views, downloads, citations, and 
altmetrics are displayed with 
click-throughs to Dimensions and 
Altmetric for a deep-dive into the 
impact of your data

● Access to a statistics dashboard 
for your administrative staff 

● Integrate with CRIS or RIMS 
systems like Symplectic Elements 
and Pure to measure the impact 
of your institution’s research 
outputs

● Turnkey SaaS (software as a Service)

● Researcher or administrator-led 
deposit workflows

● ISO 27001 certified

● WCAG 2.1 AA compliant

● Use Figshare-provided AWS storage 
or any compatible storage provider

● Integrate with your institution’s SSO 
for quick and easy access

● API and FTP uploader for 
programmatic uploads



The Why. Researchers all over the world need lots of help



Who can help researchers?

41% 
relied upon 
Publishers

38%  
relied upon their own 
Institution 
(including research 
office, peers and 
librarians)

Who would researchers be willing to receive support from to help in 
reviewing, curating and preparing their data for public release?



How can repositories help?
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How can repositories help?



Born for data sharing, Figshare can host publications 
+ research data 



https://opal.latrobe.edu.au/groups



Institutions produce lots of content



There is a lot of content in general



Green vs Gold



We are part of the bigger ecosystem



Figshare enabling global reach and 
discoverability of African research data



Trends in African Research - Publications volume



Trends in African Research - OA Publications volume

2018



Repositories are pillars of the FAIR principles

Figshare supports open access / open science by providing 
researchers, universities, etc. with an open access platform 
to 

● share, showcase and preserve research data, enabling 
global reach

● make research outputs discoverable in a Findable, 
Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable (FAIR) way



Figshare’s initiatives in Africa



Figshare’s global reach 



Supporting African research communities

Providing 
equitable priced  

repository 
infrastructure 

Supporting 
strategic 

partners in the 
continent

Contributing to 
thought 

leadership /   
capacity 
building



Figshare in South Africa

Figshare has been providing quality, 
affordable data repository 
infrastructure to South African 
Universities since 2019, 
via TENET (Tertiary Education and 
Research Network of South Africa) 
Consortium since 2020

https://knowledge.figshare.com/in
/south-africa

https://knowledge.figshare.com/in/south-africa
https://knowledge.figshare.com/in/south-africa


South Africa National Research Repository 

● Strong and mature South African research community 
(17 individual data repositories and growing) sharing a 
wide range of research data outputs in all disciplines. 

● Figshare-built aggregated repository Discover 
Research from South Africa searches all the 
individual data repositories together, making South 
Africa’s research data more visible. 

https://southafrica.figshare.com/?_gl=1*svxk5k*_ga*MTY1Njc3NTc3MC4xNzA1MzM4MjYw*_ga_CHDNWH4YDX*MTcwODA5ODY2MS42Ny4xLjE3MDgwOTg3MjMuMC4wLjA.
https://southafrica.figshare.com/?_gl=1*svxk5k*_ga*MTY1Njc3NTc3MC4xNzA1MzM4MjYw*_ga_CHDNWH4YDX*MTcwODA5ODY2MS42Ny4xLjE3MDgwOTg3MjMuMC4wLjA.




Partnership with AfricArXiv 

https://info.africarxiv.org/
how-to-submit/

https://info.africarxiv.org/how-to-submit/
https://info.africarxiv.org/how-to-submit/






AfLIA Conference repository

https://aflia.figshare.
com/

https://aflia.figshare.com/
https://aflia.figshare.com/


AfLIA Conference repository



Contributing to thought leadership / capacity building 

● Planning and delivering capacity building programmes for 
librarians / repository managers on open data 
management, PIDs, the FAIR and CARE principles, etc.  
with CARLIGH, AfLIA and others

● Supporting partners via conference sponsorship, speaking 
/ chairing conference sessions and workshops / webinars 
(Botswana; South Africa; Ghana; Zambia; Uganda)



Figshare integrates with PIDs to assure discoverability



… by people and machines

DOIs 
(research 
outputs) 

ORCiD
(individual 

researchers)

ROR
(research 

institutions)



Figshare mints a Datacite DOI for each output 



Figshare author profiles integrate with ORCiD



Figshare author profiles integrate with ORCiD

https://help.figshare.com/articl
e/how-to-sync-orcid

https://help.figshare.com/article/how-to-sync-orcid
https://help.figshare.com/article/how-to-sync-orcid


Figshare author profiles integrate with ORCiD



Figshare and ROR (Research Organisation Registry)

                                                https://ror.org/search 

https://ror.org/blog/2021-07-12-ror-grid-the-way-forward/

https://ror.org/search
https://ror.org/blog/2021-07-12-ror-grid-the-way-forward/


Figshare built-in integrations and open tools



Built-in integrations and open tools

Figshare API Dimensions Altmetrics



Figshare plays well with other systems

Openly documented 
API

Preservation 
Systems

CRIS/RIM 
Systems

Discovery 
Layers



Figshare provides usage metrics for discoverability

Views, downloads, citations, altmetrics from 
Dimensions database

https://help.figshare.com/article/usage-metrics

https://help.figshare.com/article/usage-metrics


  Usage metrics for discoverability (2)

Views, downloads, citations, altmetrics from Altmetric

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.24428194.v1 https://figshare.altmetric.com/details/156433551

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.24428194.v1
https://figshare.altmetric.com/details/156433551


What does the future look like?

● Institutions will continue consolidating infrastructure
○ One repository for data and publications / thesis

● AI and machine learning - How can these tools be used in 
the repository space?

● Usability for both admins and users will always be 
important 



What does the future look like?

🧹 The Machines Curate and 
Clean Academic Content

🌮 The Machines Consume 
and Generate New Academic 
Content
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showcase your institution’s research outputs in one place figshare.com       @figshare

Partnerships - Digital Science (digital-science.com)

figshare works with Institutions

State of Open Data (figshare.com)

UNESCO Global Open Science Partnership

Figshare partners with African Library and Information Associations and Institutions (librarytechnology.org)

AfricArXiv – The pan-African Open Access portal

Manara - Qatar Research Repository research repository - Institutions Search (qnl.qa)

SUNScholarData repository - Browse

figshare in South Africa

South Africa research repository - groups Search (figshare.com)

Support : figshare Support

Support for DSpace 5 and 6 is ending in 2023 - DSpace - LYRASIS Wiki
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