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Abstract

This paper tests a falsifiable claim about Western discourse on Africa from 1450 to 2019:
rhetoric mutates - conquest, commerce, abolition, administration, development, “partnership” -
while the underlying extraction architecture remains structurally stable. I propose a unifying
concept, the Extraction-Inversion Architecture (EIA), defined by four elements: (i) sustained
value transfer, (ii) coercive enforcement, (iii) narrative inversion that relocates causality and
blame onto the targeted population, and (iv) continuity under changing moral brands. A
minimal coding protocol separates External Pressure markers (credit, deadlines, enforcement)
from Internal Attribution markers (kinship constraints, recoverability, explicit status
distinctions). A pilot-coded corpus of 80 influential documents across four periods exhibits a
crossover pattern: external-pressure language peaks in the commercial pivot (1650-1790) and
is then erased or minimized in the missionary-administrative and development eras, replaced
by heightened internal attribution. I integrate these results with ISM (Inversion &
Sense-Making), PDI (Permission-Design Infrastructure), and the colonial Dark Tetrad to show
how EIA structurally shapes institutions, capital flows, innovation, and Africa’s effective “license”
to do business.
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1. Introduction

“Do not oversimplify,” we are told. That
warning is valid. But there is another, less
discussed danger: strategic complexity. If
causal chains are constantly scattered into a
fog of “multiple factors,” responsibility
becomes permanently unassignable. This
article refuses that comfort.
interested in proving that Europeans were
uniquely monstrous or that Africans were
historically angelicc. The question
narrower and more useful:

I am not

is

How did Western discourse
on Africa mutate across five
centuries, and what does
that mutation conceal or
reveal about the continuity
of extraction?

The starting distinction is simple, but its
consistent  application politically
explosive. African societies possessed a
variety of
personhood: war captivity,
servitude, debt bondage,
clientship, hostage-taking and others. These
regimes were often violent and sometimes
brutal. Yet they are not identical to the
Atlantic innovation that later reorganized
human life into a maritime commodity
regime: racialized chattelization, under
logistics, codified alienability,
hereditary  status, and profit-driven
enforcement on a continental scale.

is

of constrained
domestic
pawnship,

institutions

oceanic

Collapsing all of this into a single
undifferentiated “slavery” is not innocent. It
produces a stable political output: it makes
the Atlantic system appear as an extension
of “African culture,” instead of as a structural
by external

transformation driven

incentives, external deadlines, external
enforcement and external impunity. It
erases the redesign of local institutions
under pressure and makes the victim
responsible for the architecture.

[ argue that Western discourse performs
brand shifts to protect a stable engine:

e In the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries, the engine can speak
plainly: conquest is declared,
authorization is granted, targets are
named as enemies or inferiors who
may be reduced.

e In the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, the engine speaks in
arithmetic: cargo, credit, deadlines,
“supply,” enforcement. The human
appears as capital and collateral.

e In the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, the same engine becomes
morally expensive to admit.
Discourse shifts again: rescue,
abolition, pacification,
administration, civilization,
development.

e In the late twentieth and early
twenty-first centuries, the engine is
often recoded as “partnership,”
“security cooperation,”

good governance”

and “investment climate,” even

when it visibly performs familiar
functions: corridor control, resource
extraction, coercive leverage, and

» o«

“stabilization,

narrative inversion.

To name this continuity without drowning
abstraction, I  introduce  the
Extraction-Inversion Architecture (EIA).
It is deliberately compact. It is not a slogan.
[t is a testable structure.

in
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EIA has four components:

1. Extraction - persistent transfer of
value (labor, land, minerals, data,
rents, policy space, strategic
control).

2. Coercion - violence, threat, lawfare,
sanctions, debt, proxy force,
institutional dependency, regulatory
domination.

3. Inversion - narrative relocation of
causality and blame onto the
targeted population, coupled with
self-authorization of the extracting
actor as a moral subject.

4. Continuity under rebranding -
vocabulary evolves; functional
outputs remain.

o & Extraction
o X
/"~ =7 Ppersistent transfer of value (labor, land,
minerals, data, rents, policy space,
strategic control).

) Coercion

MECHANISMS J/ o ey
/ domination.

OF VALUE 4,\«/ regulatory

EXTRACTION o OQ lnversion

Narrative relocation of causality and blame
onto the targeted population, coupled

ith self-authorization of the extracti
actor as a moral subject.

\o (2 Continuity under rebranding
Vocabulary evolves; functional outputs
remain.

EIA is not isolated from my previous
frameworks. It is a higher-level container
for them:

e ISM (Inversion & Sense-Making)
explains how the system captures
interpretive frameworks, so that
victims describe their own
dispossession as “failure,”
“corruption,” or “tribalism.”

e PDI (Permission-Design
Infrastructure) maps the
institutions and discourses that
manufacture moral permission:
papal bulls, “civilizing mission,”
uplifting development, good
governance, “counter-terrorism.”

e The entitlement cascade describes
how initial authorization expands
into impunity, then into
moralization: “we may do this,” “we

must do this,” “we are virtuous for
doing this.”

Finally, the colonial Dark Tetrad clarifies
why psychological traits matter without
reducing history to psychiatry. Systems
select for the dispositions they need. A
regime that requires dehumanization,
triangulation, coercive opportunism and
pedagogic cruelty will reward actors and
institutions capable of delivering those
outputs. Over time, the architecture

becomes Dark-Tetrad-compatible:
narcissism  (exceptional entitlement),
Machiavellianism (engineering and
triangulation), psychopathy (cold

impunity), and sadism (exemplary cruelty).

This paper tests three linked hypotheses:

e H1 - Discursive crossover:
External-pressure markers peak in
the commercial pivot (1650-1790)
and decline in the
missionary-administrative and
development eras (1850-1950;
1960-2019), while
internal-attribution markers rise.

e H2 - Hardening under credit and
deadlines: Within commercial-era
texts, mentions of credit/advance
plus deadlines plus enforcement
predict language consistent with
chattelization or foreclosure of
persons.

e H3 - Moral inversion: As discourse
shifts toward
rescue/administration/developmen
t frames, moral vocabulary increases
while Western causality is
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externalized and “African pathology”
is internalized.

There is an epistemic commitment that I
state without apology: African
epistemology is not a decorative
perspective. Africa is not a specimen.
Western archives are not neutral. They are
often perpetrator archives. Precisely

EXTRACTION

(The Core Transfer)

Persistent transfer of value (labor,
land, minerals, data, rents, policy
space, strategic control).

VALUE SOURCES:

/) Labor, Land, Data, Minerals, etc.

FALSE &
N ARRATIVE

INVERSION

(The Narrative Distortion)
Narrative relocatian of causaiity
and blame onto the targeted

population, coupled with
sell-authorization of the
actor as a moral subject.

2. Methodology

The methodology
conservative,
oversimplification. Both of which would
diminish the merit of the research.

In doing so however, if even under this
conservative designs, we still find a strong
signal, it inevitably reinforces our argument,
given the less conservative conditions and
by including less self-protective language
from the less vocal and often marginalised

is
to avoid overreach and

voluntarily

extracting
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because these sources tend to minimize
Western agency and amplify African agency,
they are ideal for a conservative test. If the
pattern remains visible even through their
self-protection, it is robust.

COERCION

(The Enforcing Pressure)

Vialence, threat, lawfare, sanctions, ,
debt, prﬂwfﬂrce institutional
dependency, regulatory domination.

CONTINUITY UNDER
REBRANDING
(The Evolving Facade)

Vocabulary evolves;
functional outputs remain.

critics to the system we describe, the

direction

2.1 Study design

The design combines two components:

1. A critical academic review to
clarify concepts, disputes and
stakes.

2. Areplicable content analysis that

yields minimal quantitative outputs
using a transparent codebook.

pa/17
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The goal is not statistical fireworks. The
goal is predictable inference. A skeptical
reader, including one with very different
politics, should be able to apply the same
codebook and either reproduce the pattern
or show explicitly where it fails.

[ proceed in two phases:

e A pilot demonstrative phase, using
80 high-influence documents to test
whether the expected crossover
signal appears and to adjust the
coding protocol.

e A proposed confirmatory phase,
using a larger stratified sample
(n>200) with double coding and
reliability statistics.

This article reports the pilot and defines the
confirmatory blueprint.

2.2 Unit of analysis and time
regimes

The unit of analysis is the document: papal
bull, royal chronicle, travel account, ship log,
parliamentary
evidence, missionary journal, administrative

company correspondence,

treatise, academic synthesis, “development”
or “governance” report.

Documents are grouped into four discourse
regimes:

e P1 - Authorization (1450-1550):
conquest and authorization,
sacral/legal permission.

e P2 - Commercial Pivot
(1650-1790): logistics, credit,
deadlines, enforcement; the slave
trade as a specialized industry.

e P3 - Rescue-Administration
(1850-1950): abolition, mission,
pacification, formal colonial
governance.

e P4 - Academic-Development
(1960-2019): professionalized
accounts that stabilize a
postcolonial extraction interface
under technical vocabulary.

Each regime contains multiple genres (state,
church, commercial, “expert”). The pilot
corpus allocates 20 documents per regime,
with a bias that were
influential in their time or widely cited later.

toward texts

2.3 Coding variables: External
Pressure, Internal Attribution,
Narrative Frame

The protocol formalizes two competing
causal families. It does not code “truth”; it
the document explicitly

codes what

foregrounds.
2.3.1 External Pressure Index (EPI), 0-6
Sum of three components, each scored 0-2:

e D6 - Credit/Advance
0: no trade credit language.
1: generic reference to advances or
trust.
2: explicit linkage between
European credit/advance and the
procurement of captives or
dependents.
e D4 - Deadlines/Logistics
0: no time/logistics pressure.
1: generic mention of sailing
seasons or delays.
2: explicit mention that ships must
be filled by a deadline, that delay is
costly, or that pressure is placed on
Africans to deliver captives on time.
e D5 - Enforcement
0: no sanction/foreclosure language.
1: mention of punitive expeditions,
hostage-taking or threats unrelated
to commerce.
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2: explicit description of foreclosure,
seizure of pawns, reprisals, or
coercion tied to trade obligations.

2.3.2 Internal Attribution Index (IAI),
0-6

Sum of three components, each scored 0-2:

e D1 - Status Distinction
0: no differentiation between pawn,
hostage, client, slave.
1: some distinction but blurred or
inconsistent.
2: clear differentiation between
recoverable dependents and
permanently alienable slaves.

e D2 - Kinship Constraints
0: no mention of kinship limits on
enslavement.
1: mention of family or lineage
obligations.
2: explicit description of kinship
rules that restrict alienability or
mandate redemption.

e D3 - Recoverability
0: no concept of redemption.
1: limited or ambiguous references.
2: clear mechanisms for recovering
the person (payment, ritual,
negotiation), and a distinction
between recoverable pawn/debtor
and non-recoverable slave.

High EPI suggests that the text foregrounds
external trade pressure. High IAI suggests
that the text foregrounds internal norms
and constraints, often as full explanations.

2.3.3 Narrative Frame (NF)

Each document receives a qualitative frame
label based on its dominant function:

e Conquest
e Business
e Abolition/Rescue

e Administration
e Academic-Development

A document may contain multiple tones but
is assigned the frame that governs its
structure.

2.4 Pilot sample and coding rules

The pilot sample (n=80) includes, among
others:

e P1: Dum Diversas, Romanus Pontifex,
Zurara’s Chronicle of Guinea.

e P2:Bosman, Snelgrave, ship logs,
factor letters, parliamentary
evidence on the slave trade,
testimonies from African brokers
such as Antera Duke.

e P3:missionary journals, official
colonial reports (e.g. Lugard), Berlin
Conference documents.

e P4: development reports,
governance manuals, widely used
academic syntheses on African
“underdevelopment.”

Coding rules:

e Markers are scored only when
explicit.

e When ambiguous, the lower score is
chosen.

e Contradictions are noted; the
clearest passage for each variable
controls the score.

e (Coding decisions are documented
with short excerpts for future audit.

2.5 Analytical strategy

For the pilot, the analysis is deliberately
simple:

e Compute mean EPI and IAI for each
period (P1-P4).
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e Visualize these means to detect
crossover patterns.

e Within P2, identify documents
where EPI components (credit,
deadlines, enforcement) are all >1
and examine whether these texts
show more frequent language
consistent with hardening
(chattelization, foreclosure of
pawns, etc.).

e Qualitatively inspect key P3 and P4
documents where IAI is high but EPI
is low, to see how discourse
internalizes blame and externalizes
causality.

The confirmatory phase, to be executed
with a larger corpus, would add:

e Inter-coder reliability (Cohen’s )
for a subset.

e Logistic or ordinal models
predicting hardening language from
EPI components.

e Period-specific sensitivity tests
(removing controversial texts and
rechecking the pattern).

2.6 Bias and epistemic stance

Western treated
directionally biased toward minimizing
Western agency and amplifying African
agency. That is not a disqualifier; it is a
parameter. If, despite this bias,
external-pressure markers still peak in
commercial-era texts, the signal

conservative.

sources are as

is

African epistemology functions here as a
discipline of inference:

e It refuses the rule that Western
moral comfort defines admissible
causality.

e Itrespects African oral and
institutional memory as data.

e [t treats Western archives as useful
but self-interested, to be
interrogated rather than
worshipped.

3. Literature Review

The relevant literature is usually
compartmentalized. [ reassemble four
strands.

3.1 Decolonial political psychology
and epistemic sovereignty

Fanon’s work remains central because it
extraction, police
violence and psychic de-structuring [3]. He
shows that colonial domination is not just
material; it constructs a pathological mirror
in which the colonized seeks validation
the colonizer while hating the
colonized self. Cabral insists on culture as
both target and weapon [1]: if culture is
destroyed or occupied, resistance loses its
coherence. Hountondji and others insist
that African knowledge cannot remain a
raw material for Western
factories [4]. This stance is methodological:
African interpretation is not an “alternative

connects economic

from

theoretical

narrative”; it is a legitimate primary reading
of African experience.

3.2 “Underdevelopment” as
engineered relation
Rodney’s thesis that Europe

underdeveloped Africa remains structurally
correct [8]. Underdevelopment is not a

natural state; it is a relation.
Nzongola-Ntalaja traces the Congo’s
trajectory from Leopoldian terror to

postcolonial predation [6], demonstrating
continuity in extraction logics. Here, EIA
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provides a compact name for what these
authors describe in rich detail. Extraction is
obvious. Coercion is documented. Inversion
is visible whenever African dysfunction is
invoked to explain conditions that follow
from external intervention, plunder or

conditionality.

3.3 Western  historiography:
indispensable data, diffused
causality

Western historians have done essential
archival shipping
volumes, company accounts, legal battles,
missionary reports. Yet a
rhetorical move appears:

work: reconstructing

recurrent
complexity
rhetoric. Once the data show a clear
direction of value transfer and coercion,

AT

some texts pivot to “many actors,” “shared
responsibility,” “African complicity” as if the
existence of multiple
precluded a hierarchy of causes. This moves
from nuance to dilution. It is here that a
quantitative content analysis, even minimal,
is protective. It forces us to ask: who is
described as reacting, who as initiating, who

as constraining, who as pressuring?

causal strands

3.4 Pawnship and hardening
under Atlantic constraints

Pawnship is a crucial institution because it
exposes the
recoverable dependence and irreversible
chattelization. Lovejoy and Richardson
show that pawnship, in West Africa,
involved credit relations in which people
could be pledged as security, often with
expectations - not always honored - of

difference between

redemption [16]. Under growing Atlantic

pressure, with trade credit, arms, and
departure deadlines, this institution could
be twisted: pawns were foreclosed, kinship
constraints weakened, and recoverability
eroded. Pawnship is not proof that “Africans
already had slavery like the Atlantic system.”
It is proof that external trade pressure

could restructure internal institutions.

3.5 My prior frameworks: ISM, PDI
and the colonial Dark Tetrad

Earlier work introduced:

e ISM - the capture of interpretive
frames such that victims explain
their own injury in the language of
their injurer.

e PDI - the infrastructure through
which moral permission is
manufactured and updated: law,
theology, “science,” development
discourse, security doctrine.

e The colonial Dark Tetrad - the
systematic selection and rewarding
of traits and institution types that
deliver domination: narcissistic
entitlement, Machiavellian
engineering, psychopathic impunity
and sadistic pedagogy.

EIA integrates these: extraction requires

infrastructure; inversion requires
sense-making  capture; both reward
Dark-Tetrad-compatible actors and

institutions.
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'l;/ Phase 1: Invasion & Conquest
m Key Discourse - Divine/religious mandate;
w Eote Justinication > Explicit domination; no

% Narrative Style - Entitlement to land/bodies

-i- Example Traits —
Relevant Sources & Evidence

Key Sources —

J5
@ A6 BN RS

Discursive Phases in European 7E11igageme171t with Africa (1450s-1900s)

Overview of 3 Phases (Analyzed n=150 Sources)

PHASE I: Invasion &

.(/ (Dominant 1450s-1600s)
R R

Subjugation/Conguest

=5

PHASE 2: “Trade” Under

@ Unapologetic Coercion & Tricks

(Dominant 1600s-1800s)

non-Christians as targets

equality pretense

{
toland/bodies

Romanus Pontifes (1455, Key

enslavement of “pagans”

4. Results

4.1 Crossover across regimes

The

pilot

shows the

corpus (n=80)

predicted crossover.

P1 - Authorization (1450-1550).
Mean EPI is low to moderate.
External pressure exists (raiding,
warfare), but trade credit, deadlines
and structured enforcement tied to
commerce are barely articulated. Al
is also modest: status distinctions
and kinship constraints surface
intermittently, often filtered through
theological or royal language. The
dominant frame is
Conquest/Authorization. The
moral permission is direct: the
target is classified as infidel,
barbarous or lawless and thus
eligible for reduction.

AIA Key Discourse -
E Core Justification —>

w w Narrative Style

f Power imbalance; gun-
47 Example Traits > stave cyele

redemption, panyarring, armed threats

Fig1

g - 0 2 .

88> Phase 2: Coercion in “Trade”
050
Commercial exchange
(guns/goods for captives)

“Fair business” masking
violence/deception

Power imbalance;
gun-slave cycle

Relevant Sources & Evidence

Bosman (1705, Doc C); Snelgrave (1734, Doc
_s D); Minutes/Bimbia Case (1789-1791, Doc

Doc A Sources E); Atkins (1735, Doc F); Antera Duke Dias el
¢ (17805, Doc Gy Falconbridge (1788, Doc H) Testimonies (Docs E/J)
i Papal bull authorizes : Local pawnship distinguished but hardened 5 Highlights African “complicity”
%sle:;ize —> conquest/perpetual %5 ?;Lﬁze ~> by European ship deadiines, refusal of gsfjﬁlie —> to dilute European demand; sets |

| + | PHASE 3: Shared =
b 'I%\\‘ Responsibility & Savior Complex |#
— (Dominant Late 1700s-1900s) |

R

=1

'E:‘éf Phase 3: Shared Responsibility/Savior

Q.0 : Humanitarian abolition;
P Key Discourse ~ — ecivilizing mission” g

Blame-sharing; Europe as

&% Core]Justification > 2>

h Narrative Style

)f.’, Example Traits —

_, Paternalism; downplays
initiation

s

Paternalism; downplays
initiation

s
=%

‘% Relevant Sources & Evidence

Lovejoy Synthesis (echoes shifts,
Key Sources — Doc B); Parliamentary/Abolition

stage for colonial “civilizing”

Author: K Nsiangani, The Entitlement Cascade, in The Pathology of Empire, from Mvemba Nzinga to Modern Puppets, 2016.

P2 - Commercial Pivot
(1650-1790).

Mean EPI rises sharply. In our pilot,
P2 documents average an EPI
noticeably higher than P1, with
many texts scoring 4-6 out of 6.
Credit and advance language is
explicit: African brokers are
“trusted” with goods; debts must be
repaid in captives. Deadlines and
logistical pressures are frequent:
ships cannot wait; “the season” must
be used; delays are costly.
Enforcement is direct: if payments
fail, pawns are seized, villages
raided, captives taken. IAl remains
present but becomes functional:
kinship, pawnship and
recoverability are mentioned
primarily as constraints to be
navigated or broken. The frame is
Business. The human appears as
ledger entries and risk.
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e P3 - Rescue-Administration
(1850-1950).
In P3, mean EPI drops dramatically.
Explicit mentions of trade credit and
logistical pressure become rare in
the sample, even though economic
extraction is intensifying through
plantations, forced labor and
resource concessions. IAl rises: texts
proliferate explanations of African

» « ” o

tribal wars,” “indigenous
slavery,” and “barbaric practices.”
The frame shifts to
Abolition/Rescue/Administration
. European actors appear as agents
of order and moral improvement.
African institutions are described as
the main cause of suffering. The

“custom,

causal arrow is inverted in the
narrative, even when the material
flows point outward.

e P4 - Academic-Development
(1960-2019).
EPI remains low in textual salience.
Trade, credit and enforcement now
appear as “market forces,”
“conditionalities,” “good governance
criteria.” IAl remains high but is now

” o«

couched in technocratic language:
“weak institutions,” “corruption,”’
“ethnic conflict,” “lack of capacity.”
The frame is
Academic-Development. Africa is
a problem in need of partnership
and capacity building. Structural
external constraints - debt
architecture, trade rules, intellectual
property regimes, military bases,
capital flight - are mentioned, but
usually as context rather than as
central determinants.

The crossover therefore confirms H1: the
commercial era texts are the most explicit
about external pressure; later moralized

and technocratic texts obscure it while
intensifying internal attribution.

4.2 Hardening and pressure in the
commercial pivot

Within P2, documents with EPI >4 -
meaning they clearly mention
credit/advance, deadlines, and enforcement

- are much more likely to describe:

e foreclosure of pawns into
permanent slaves;

e substitution of relatives or
neighbors when original debtors are
unavailable;

e raids conducted to meet shipping
quotas;

e captives treated as equivalent units
of value, largely disconnected from
kinship constraints.

By contrast, P2 texts with EPI <2 retain
more discussion of reciprocity, negotiation,
and constraints on whom one may sell. This
supports H2: hardening correlates with
high external pressure. When the ship must
sail, and the advance must be repaid, human
recoverability collapses.

4.3 Moral inversion and
institutional effects

P3 and P4 documents with high IAIl and low
EPI are particularly instructive. They:

e describe African “slavery” and
“tribal wars” in detail;

e mourn African suffering under “its
own customs”;

e then present European or Western
intervention as the main protective
or corrective force.

Here, H3 is supported: as frames become
moral (abolition, civilization, development,
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governance), the vocabulary of ethics and becomes rescuer. The structural role of
progress increases while Western

causality is displaced. The extractor

institutions is reframed as

benevolent.

Western

lof5

Discursive Phases in European Engagement
with Africa (1450s-1900s)

An Overview of 3 Phases and Their Impact (Analyzed n=150 Sources)

PHASE 1

1450s-1600s

Invasion &
Subjugation/Conquest

PHASE 2

1600s-1800s

“Trade” Under
Unapologetic
Coercion & Tricks

PHASE 3

Late 1700s-1900s

Shared Responsibility
& Savior Complex

This presentation details how European narratives shifted over 500 years to
justify exploitation, from explicit domination to masked coercion and
finally to a paternalistic ‘civilizing mission’.

Fig 2

requirements, and harsher

conditionalities are justified as
These discursive shifts are not academic

games. They structurally affect:

responses to internal dysfunction,
rather than as penalties imposed by
an extraction-hardened

e how institutions are designed and .
architecture.

audited; 2. Conditionality and policy space:
e how risk is priced and capital is development and governance
allocated;

j _ ) programs attach detailed conditions
e how innovation and productive

capacity are evaluated;
e how African actors are allowed to
participate in global business.

to African states while treating the
external trade, tax, and debt
structures as fixed. The focus on
“corruption” and “capacity” absorbs
attention that could instead target
unfair terms of trade, profit
repatriation, and illicit capital flows.

When Africa is discursively constructed as
the main source of its own pathologies, four
institutional consequences follow almost

automatically:

1.

Risk premiums: investors, banks
and rating agencies treat “African
risk” as endogenous. Higher interest
rates, stricter collateral

3. Innovation discounting: African

innovation is evaluated through a
deficit lens. Institutional
experiments that deviate from
Western templates are classified as

» o«

“risky,” “populist,” or “unorthodox,”
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and punished in capital markets.
This limits Africa’s ability to design
sovereign solutions and locks it into
imported models that perpetuate
dependency.

Cost of doing business for
Africans: African entrepreneurs
face high friction when accessing
Western markets and finance.
Compliance regimes are rigid when
applied to them and flexible when
applied to Western or
Western-protected actors. The same
discourse that once authorized
conquest now justifies differential
KYC, AML, and “reputational risk”
treatment, increasing transaction
costs for African businesses and
limiting their scale.

In other words, the discursive crossover is
not just an intellectual curiosity. It maps
directly onto cost of capital, regulatory
asymmetry, and the structural dampening of
African buying power and productive
sovereignty.

: Detailed Characteristics of the 3 Phases

Analysis of Discourse, Justification, and Narrative Style

Phase Key Discourse = Core Justification = Narrative Style = Example Traits
Divine/religious
mandate; non-

Christians as targets

Explicit
domination; no
equality pretense

Entitlement to
land/bodies

Invasion &

il
(1450s-1600s) Conquest

Commercial
exchange
(guns/goods for
captives)

Shared b: itarian Bl
Responsibility/ abolition;
Savior “civilizing mission”

“Fair business”
masking
violence/deception

Power
imbalance; gun-
slave cycle

Coercion in
“Trade”

?
(1600s-1800s)

haring;
Europe as
liberator

downplays
initiation

3
(Late 1700s—
1900s)

5. Discussion

5.1 What the crossover really
shows

The crossover does not show that “nothing
ever changed.” It shows that discourse is
adaptive to legitimacy cost. When
conquest is cheap, it is declared. When trade

is central and profits are high, operational
language dominates and external pressure
becomes visiblee When the practices
become morally expensive to mention,
discourse reorients to rescue and
pressure
disappears from the page even as it

intensifies on the ground.

administration; external

This is the core function of EIA: to give a
compact name to a system where extraction
persists, coercion adapts, and narrative
inversion follows legitimacy constraints.

5.2 Why “Extraction-Inversion
Architecture” is the right term

You might be tempted, as [ was, to call this a
psychopathic extraction regime or a
racialized extraction regime. The problem
is not accuracy; it is tactical. Those labels
invite endless diversion into arguments
about diagnosis and moral tone. EIA avoids
that trap. It is defined by outputs and
structure:

e recurring outbound value transfer;
coercive levers that secure that
transfer;

e discursive operations that relocate
blame;

e continuity despite changes in legal

and moral branding.

EIA is testable on texts, budgets, trade flows,
troop deployments, and regulatory design.
It is compatible with African anger, but it
does not depend on it.

5.3 Integrating ISM and PDI:
inversion as infrastructure, not
accident

The data pattern makes plain that inversion
is not a late propaganda add-on. It is built
into permission design from the beginning:
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P1 - Authorization: Papal bulls and
royal decrees code the target as
enemy of the faith or natural
inferior. Extraction appears as
obedience to divine or civil law.

P2 - Business: The same actors
now count bodies and debts.
Humanity is recoded as inventory.
Permission is normalized through
arithmetic.

P3 - Rescue-Administration: Once
slavery becomes morally
scandalous, permission must be
redesigned. Now the system says:
“we are here to end barbarism.”
African suffering becomes a reason
to deepen control.

P4 - Development-Governance:
Formal empire retreats; financial,
legal and military levers remain.
Permission is redesigned again: “we
are here to improve governance and
stability”

ISM clarifies why African elites sometimes
become fluent enforcers of this structure:
their cognitive and symbolic toolkit has
been captured. They process reality through
categories designed to protect EIA. PDI
shows that each era invests heavily in
institutions that produce and certify the
new permission scripts.

5.4 Colonial Dark Tetrad: traits as
system-selected competencies

The Dark Tetrad is not a theological concept
of evil.
modern psychology has measured because
they predict manipulative, exploitative
behavior. The pilot data do not “prove” that
historical
psychopaths. They show that institutions
behave as if they were designed by and
for such traits:

It is a set of trait clusters that

actors were narcissists or

Exceptional entitlement in papal
and royal language, and later in
“civilizing mission” rhetoric.
Strategic manipulation in treaties,
“protectorates,” proxy
arrangements, and ethnic
engineering.

Cold impunity in the treatment of
African lives, whether as cargo,
forced labor, or collateral to debt.
Pedagogic cruelty in exemplary
massacres, punitive expeditions, and
public degradation rituals.

If we ask what kind of personality thrives in
such an environment, the answer is obvious.
EIA, ISM and PDI are not psychological
diagnoses; they are institutional filters.
People organizations that
dehumanization are marginalized; those
that deliver
inversion rise.

and resist

efficient extraction under

5.5 Pawnship: why distinction
matters for reform

A Kkey objection is always: “Africans had
slaves; therefore the Atlantic system just
joined a preexisting market” This
analytically lazy. Pawnship shows why

matter. An institution that
recoverability kinship
constraints is not equivalent to a system
that encodes total alienability, heritability
and racialization.

is

distinctions

encodes and

In practice, the Atlantic system often had to
break or bend pawnship rules to function
at scale: foreclosing pawns, seizing relatives,
overriding kinship protections, redefining
categories. That breaking is evidence of
external pressure, not proof that Atlantic
chattelization was a simple continuation of
local norms. This is not an absolution of
internal violence; it is a specification of who
redesigned what under which incentives.
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5.6 Structural
institutions,
innovation

implications for
economy and

Once EIA becomes visible, it is easier to see
how discourse shapes not only historical
narratives but current institutional and
economic constraints:

Institutions: “Good governance”
benchmarks and international
indices often bake in an assumption
that African states are primarily
responsible for their position, with
little structural weighting of
external constraints. African
institutional experiments that
challenge extractive arrangements
are pathologized as instability.
Economy and buying power:
Elevated risk premiums, coupled
with currency asymmetries and
capital flight, mean African
economies pay more for the same
capital and earn less for equivalent
commodities. This is justified
discursively by references to
“instability” and “corruption,” even
when the instability correlates with
external interventions and
extractive contracts. The result is
lower per capita buying power and
slower accumulation of local capital.
Ability to do business: African
firms face heavy compliance
scrutiny from Western regulators
and financial institutions, ostensibly
to prevent money laundering and
terrorism. Meanwhile, Western
firms operating in Africa often enjoy
flexible enforcement and sweetheart
arrangements. The discursive
heritage of EIA - Africa as risk zone,
Western actor as stabilizer -
underlies this asymmetry.

e Innovation and tech adoption:
African innovations are frequently
framed as “nice local solutions”
rather than as global contributions.
Intellectual property regimes
privilege Western institutions.
African attempts to develop
sovereign digital infrastructures or
alternative licensing models are
described as threats to “stability” or
“investor confidence.” This
constrains experimentation and
traps African innovation inside
subordinate roles (e.g.
implementation partner, data
source, test market).

In short, the same architecture that once
authorized now authorizes
differential interest rates, differential
compliance, differential credibility. EIA did

not retire. It changed tools.

conquest

5.7 Limits and the confirmatory
path

The pilot’s limits are clear:

e The corpus is small and skewed
toward canonical texts.

e (Coding was not yet double-blind nor
run by multiple teams.

e Regional variation is only partially
captured.

These limits do not invalidate the
directional findings; they circumscribe their
strength. The confirmatory path
straightforward:

is

e Build a stratified corpus of >200
documents across P1-P4, including
more African-authored materials.

e Train multiple coders (African and
non-African) using the same
codebook.
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e Compute inter-coder reliability and
refine ambiguous categories.

e Pre-register hypotheses and
analysis plans.

e Release codebook, anonymized
coding decisions and basic scripts.

If the crossover and hardening correlations
hold under these conditions, denial
becomes more an act of faith than of
analysis.

6. Conclusion and Next
Steps

This article advances a compact, testable
claim: Western discourse on Africa
mutates across eras to protect a stable
extraction engine. I call that engine the
Extraction-Inversion Architecture:
extraction under coercion, stabilized by
narrative inversion and rebranded to match
each era’s moral requirements.

The pilot-coded results show:

e External-pressure markers (credit,
deadlines, enforcement) are most
visible in commercial-era texts,
when the slave trade is openly
treated as business.

o These markers correlate with
observed hardening of status:
pawnship foreclosed, kinship
protections weakened,
chattelization normalized.

e As discourse shifts to rescue,
administration and development,
explicit external pressure fades,
internal attribution rises, and moral
vocabulary expands, recoding the
extractor as rescuer and the
extracted as problem.

These are not mere semantic curiosities.
EIA is an active diagnostic for the present. It
explains:

e why African states pay higher risk
premiums;

e why “governance” conversations
focus on internal reform while
ignoring structural asymmetries in
trade, debt and security;

e why African innovation and
entrepreneurship are discounted or
contained;

e why narratives about Congo-USA or
Sahel-West relations today echo
fifteenth- and nineteenth-century
scripts with only cosmetic changes.

The next steps are clear:

1. Confirmatory study
Execute the larger stratified,
double-coded content analysis.
Publish codebook, data slices and
methods.

2. Discursive lexicons
Build dictionaries of key term
families (credit, redemption,
enforcement; rescue, barbarism,
governance) and run diachronic
frequency analysis across digitized
corpora.

3. EIA mapping to present contracts
Apply EIA as an audit lens to
contemporary mining deals, security
agreements, debt restructurings and
“partnership” frameworks. Identify
extraction, coercion, inversion, and
branding continuity.

4. Companion papers

o One on triangulated
pigmentocracy (colorism,
“tribalism” and diaspora
wars as internalized
enforcement of the same
architecture).
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One on pawnship-debt
continuity, showing how
mechanisms of foreclosure
moved from individuals to
entire states through
sovereign debt and
conditionalities.

The scientific goal is modest and radical at
once: make the loop measurable. The
political goal is even simpler: once the loop
is measurable, it becomes easier to break -
in law, in institutions, in capital flows, in
minds.
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Annex - Objections and
Methodological
Clarifications

A1. “You are politicizing everything.”

The object of study is political architecture.
Refusing to discuss its structure is itself a
political act. The coding tracks explicit
markers and reports simple statistics. If
critics disagree, they are invited to code and
publish.

A2, “Africans participated, S0

responsibility is shared.”
Shared participation does not imply equal

causal weight. The question is: who
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designed and controlled the transoceanic
infrastructure, the credit lines, the legal
regimes, the military protection, the
shipping and insurance systems? The
variables EPI and IAI are designed precisely
to separate internal from external drivers.

A3. “Pawnship proves the Atlantic system

was just an extension of African
practice.”
Pawnship proves the opposite. Its

constraints and recoverability show that not
all dependence was identical to export
chattel slavery. The of
pawnship under external trade pressure is
evidence of architectural capture, not of
timeless African pathology.

deformation

A4. “Western sources are biased, so your
inference is biased.”

Yes, they are biased - toward Western
That why the test
conservative. If external pressure peaks
even in self-protective sources, the signal is
strong. The solution is not to abandon these
sources; it is to read them critically, in
dialogue with African epistemic memory.

innocence. is is

A5. “Quantifying texts reduces history.”
Quantification  here and
defensive. It prevents “complexity” from
being used as shield against any
assignment of responsibility. The qualitative
richness of history is preserved; the coding
imposes discipline on causal claims.

is  minimal

a

A6. “How does
economies today?”
By exposing the architecture that shapes
risk premiums, regulatory asymmetry and
permission to innovate. Once EIA is named
and measured, it becomes possible to:

this help African

demand that risk models and
governance indices incorporate
external structural constraints;

argue for renegotiation of contracts
and conditionalities on the basis of
documented asymmetry;

design African standards and
metrics that no longer accept
inverted baselines;

train a generation of policymakers
and entrepreneurs who can
recognize and refuse discursive
traps disguised as “partnership.”

In short: making EIA visible is not an
academic indulgence. It is a prerequisite for
sovereign institutional design and serious
economic strategy.
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