
Advocating for Preprint Sharing in 

Rwanda  and Africa 



Welcome - today we’ll cover

● Brief background on preprints and benefits of preprints

● How they support scientific progress 

● Challenges and opportunities 

● Sharing of  experience from club members 



Brief Background on preprints 

❖ arXiv was founded in 1991 by Paul 

Ginsparg

❖ Initially started as email list by Joanne 

Cohn, who used it to distribute TeX files of 

string theory papers to physicists members 

of the list

❖ Total number of submissions as of 

September 17, 2024 = 2,562,269.

❖ Covers diverse topic areas

❖ Quantitative biology section since 2003 

(1.2% of submissions in 2021)

Monthly submissions to arXiv since August 1991. 
https://arxiv.org/stats/monthly_submissions

https://arxiv.org/stats/monthly_submissions


Brief Background on preprints, CTD 



Brief Background on preprints, CTD 
• There are more than  50 preprint servers globally.







How Preprints 
Support Scientific 
Progress



Enhanced Research Quality 

Preprints allow researchers to receive early feedback from a wider 
audience

This can lead to improvements in methodology and analysis before 
formal publication

Benefits of early feedback:

• Identify potential methodological issues

• Refine analysis and interpretation

• Strengthen overall research quality

• Early feedback has significantly improved studies



A Tool for Career Development

Establishing research presence for 
early career researchers

Preprints can lead to:

• Invitations to speak at regional 
conferences

• Collaborations with researchers 
in-country and  neighboring 
countries

• Increased visibility within East 
African scientific community

• Increased citations



Tool for Career Development 



Addressing Publication Bias

● Traditional journals often favor positive results, leading to publication bias

● Preprints provide a platform for sharing negative results and replication studies

● This helps build a more complete and accurate scientific picture

● Importance of transparency in research

● Preprints can help combat the "file drawer problem" where negative results often 

remain unpublished



Rwandan Research Context

● Preprints as a tool for equalizing 

scientific communication.

● Bypass publication barriers

● Increase visibility of Rwandan 

research globally

● Preprints as a tool for showcasing 

Rwanda's growing research 

capabilities



Finally

Choosing the right preprint server:
• E.g. AfricArXiv for increased regional visibility

• Use discipline-specific servers for targeted audience

Best practices for Rwandan researchers:
• Clearly state local context and implications

Importance of metadata:
• Include "Rwanda" as a keyword for better discoverability

• Clearly state any connection to national research 
priorities



Wayforward

● Preprints support scientific progress: speed, visibility, addressing bias, fostering 

open science

● The potential for preprints to accelerate scientific advancement in Rwanda and 

across Africa

● Using preprints in research 

● Advocate for their adoption in their institutions







Sharing of  experience from club member 

Preprint Journal Peer Review Experience

My first encounter with a preprint journal occurred during my involvement with the Rwanda 

preprint. I actively participated in an open peer review process alongside fellow researchers 

on a particular manuscript.

Despite my extensive experience in reviewing manuscripts for many years and my 

recognition in local and international indexed journals, this experience with the Rwandan 

preprint offered me a fresh perspective on the academic approach to manuscript review.

From: -

Nuhu Lawan



Particularly impressed and inspired by:

1. The collaboration of multiple reviewers working simultaneously on a manuscript in real

time.

2. The well-structured review framework facilitates a comprehensive evaluation of the

manuscript.

3. The precision and coordination demonstrated by the editorial team.

4. The inspiring exchange of information and ideas among colleagues.

5. The mutual respect and orderliness that characterized the entire process.

6. The academic strength generated by the collective effort of the team by far surpasses

individual contributions as a separate peer reviewer.

7. Preprint journals are indeed fast, accurate, transparent, and constructive, significantly

enhancing the quality of researchers' ideas.



Experience from another  club member 

Different sessions have :

❖ Shaped and sharpened my skills in scientific writing,

❖ Improved critical thinking and analytical skills regarding scientific papers,

❖ Helped draft and develop a manuscript for preprint,

❖ Allowed me to contribute to the preprint review session,

❖ supported in networking and professional growth.

From: Patience S.



Thank you


