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Hello! 👋
I am Justin Sègbédji Ahinon
Software Engineer and AfricArxiv co-founder
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Reasons for Closed Science

osf.io/preprints/metaarxiv/3hb6g

https://osf.io/preprints/metaarxiv/3hb6g
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What is Open Science?

opensciencemooc.eu 

https://opensciencemooc.eu/
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What is Open Science?

opensciencemooc.eu 

https://opensciencemooc.eu/
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A complete manuscript shared with a public audience without peer 
review. 

The version of a research article to be submitted for peer review 
and publication in a traditional scholarly journal. 

Preprints uploaded to OSF Preprints or another community preprint 
server accelerate scholarly communication and public access.

>> http://help.osf.io/m/preprints/l/726873-preprint-faqs 
>> https://cos.io/blog/preprints-what-why-how/ 

What is a preprint?

http://help.osf.io/m/preprints/l/726873-preprint-faqs
https://cos.io/blog/preprints-what-why-how/
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Practiced Open Science allows for 
more diversity in research output 

and the convergence of the 
global scientific community.

zbw-mediatalk.eu/2019/09/open-access-africarxiv-facilitates-knowledge-exchange-between-africa-and-europe/

https://www.zbw-mediatalk.eu/2019/09/open-access-africarxiv-facilitates-knowledge-exchange-between-africa-and-europe/
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Open Science enables Global Knowledge Exchange

sustainabledevelopment.un.org 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org


With Open Science, 
researchers in Africa, Latin 
America and Asia can easily

access papers Collaborate across 
continents

increase global 
visibility to their 
research outputs
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The African Open Science Landscape

14info.africarxiv.org/resources/

https://info.africarxiv.org/resources/


The free preprint service for african 
scientists

15

Making research outcomes produced 
in Africa more visible

osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/discover 

https://osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/discover


With AfricArxiv, we want to

promote the use of 
local African 
languages in 
science

bridge the gap 
between 
anglophone and 
francophone 
research output

highlight the 
relevance of 
indigenous and 
traditional 
knowledge in a 
research context
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Submit the following types and formats
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Research articles
Review papers
Project proposals
Case studies

> Translations of the above

negative’ results and ‘null’ results 
Data and methods papers
Technical notes
Dataset description papers
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Breaking the language barrier 
for Global Science in Africa
● we need language diversity in science.

● we need a common language to connect.

● we suggest a balanced use of both using machine translations 

combined with manual corrections.
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Languages Are Still a Major Barrier to Global Science

Amano T, González-Varo JP, Sutherland WJ (2016). 
PLoS Biol 14(12): e2000933. doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.2000933

Google Scholar search on #biodiversity #conservation in 16 languages 

http://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.2000933
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72 preprints accepted

~37,000 page views

~5,000 downloads

https://osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/discover

https://osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/discover
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“Academic Research and 

knowledge from and about Africa 
should be freely available to all 

who wish to access, use or reuse it 
while at the same time 

being protected from misuse and 
misappropriation.”

info.africarxiv.org/african-principles-for-open-access-in-scholarly-communication

http://info.africarxiv.org/african-principles-for-open-access-in-scholarly-communication
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“African research output 

should be made available 

in the principle common language 

of the global science community 

as well as in one or more

 local African languages 

– at least in summary."
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“It is important 

to take into consideration in the discussions 
indigenous and traditional knowledge 

in its various forms.“

info.africarxiv.org/african-principles-for-open-access-in-scholarly-communication

African Principles for Open Access in Scholarly Communication

http://info.africarxiv.org/african-principles-for-open-access-in-scholarly-communication


29time.com/5686184/indigenous-lesson-climate-change/

ipacc.org.za/en

https://time.com/5686184/indigenous-lesson-climate-change/
https://www.ipacc.org.za/en/
https://www.ipacc.org.za/en/
https://twitter.com/hindououmar
https://twitter.com/hindououmar
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The Team
of volunteer scientists 
and experts helping 
to improve the global 
visibility of African 
research. 

info.africarxiv.org
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Our partners

info.africarxiv.org
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Steering Committee

Justin Sègbédji Ahinon, University of Parakou, Bénin

Jo Havemann, IGDORE, Germany 

Samuel Lampa, Uppsala University, Sweden

Obasegun Tekena Ayodele, Vilsquare, Nigeria

Greg Simpson, Royal Holloway University of London, UK

Luke Otieno Okelo, Technical University of Kenya

Ahmed Ogunlaja, Open Access Nigeria

Chukwuemeka Ubaka, University of Nigeria

Kwasi Boateng, Valley View University, Ghana

Miriam Conteh-Morgan, University of Sierra Leone

Alfred Orina Isaac, Technical University of Kenya

Diane Igoche, Robert Morris University, USA

Justin Arenstein, Code for Africa, Tanzania

Joy Owango, TCC Africa, Kenya

Victoria Wenzelmann, University of Siegen, Germany

Kathryn Kellett, University of California, San Diego, USA

https://www.linkedin.com/in/justinahinon/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/johavemann/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/samuellampa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/obateke/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gregory-simpson-b4aa6b12/
https://staff.tukenya.ac.ke/index.php?r=portal/profile/public&id=1057
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mendulla/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chukwuemeka-ubaka-b0010827/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kwasi-boateng-3622bb146/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/miriamcm/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/prof-alfred-orina-isaac-phd-64b798101/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/diane-igoche
https://www.linkedin.com/in/justinarenstein/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joy-owango-8a1b7824/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/victoria-wenzelmann-4ba2159/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katy-kellett-29798022/
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https://ela-newsportal.com/multi-directional-academic-knowledge-exchange-from-and-about-africa-exploring-the-preprint-repository-africarxiv/
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github.com/africarxiv 

@africarxiv 

Open Science enables Global Knowledge Exchange

bit.ly/africarxiv-slack
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