
Poverty Is What Space Literally Creates
Nabil Hamidi
PhD Student in Political Science and International Law
Hassan I University, Settat, Morocco

Abstract
Spacetime originates or creates poverty through three empirically grounded principles: chronological priority, ontological independence, and necessary-condition analysis. First, poverty emerged within a spatial environment: poverty became possible only once human populations occupied and organized space unevenly. Second, poverty cannot exist without space, whereas space has clearly existed without poverty. This principle is widely recognized across political economy and human geography: space is a physical precondition, while poverty is a later, emergent condition. Third, no poverty preceded or existed without space. Spacetime existed billions of years before the appearance of human societies, economies, or distributive systems. Therefore, because space predates poverty, because poverty depends on spatial organization for its existence, and because space does not depend on poverty, the conclusion follows directly: space literally creates poverty.

Introduction
Poverty is commonly conceptualized as an economic, political, or social phenomenon. Yet all such analyses implicitly presuppose the prior existence of space. Scientific consensus holds that spacetime emerged approximately 13.8 billion years ago, long before the emergence of human societies or economic systems (Planck Collaboration, 2016). Poverty, by contrast, appeared only after humans began to occupy, divide, and hierarchically organize space (The Wealth of Nations; The Great Transformation).
This article advances a stronger claim: space is not merely the setting in which poverty occurs, but its literal creator. Poverty requires spatial separation between populations and resources, between centers and peripheries, and between zones of access and exclusion. Without spatial distance, territorial boundaries, and unequal geographic positioning, no condition of poverty can be empirically identified (Social Justice and the City).
The purpose of this study is to demonstrate that space literally creates poverty through three empirical principles: chronological priority, ontological independence, and necessary-condition analysis.

Methods
This study employs conceptual analysis grounded in cosmology, political economy, human geography, and development theory.
First, chronological priority is assessed by comparing the emergence of spacetime with the historical emergence of poverty as a social condition. Cosmological literature establishes the origin of spacetime at the Big Bang, whereas poverty appears only after the formation of human settlements and economic differentiation (A Brief History of Time; The Great Transformation).
Second, ontological independence is examined by evaluating whether poverty can exist without space. This is assessed through spatial political economy and economic geography, which treat poverty as a positional and geographically produced phenomenon (Social Justice and the City).
Third, a necessary-condition framework is applied to determine whether space is required for poverty to exist. Development economics literature demonstrates that deprivation presupposes unequal access to resources distributed across space (Development as Freedom).

Results
Three findings emerge from this theoretical analysis.
1. Space predates poverty
Cosmological evidence indicates that spacetime originated approximately 13.8 billion years ago (Planck Collaboration, 2016). Poverty, however, emerged only after humans began occupying space in structured and unequal ways, producing differentiated access to land, labor, and resources (The Wealth of Nations).
2. Poverty necessitates spacetime, while spacetime does not depend on poverty
Poverty is inseparable from spatial inequality. Empirically, poverty manifests through geographic patterns such as peripheral regions, marginalized rural zones, colonial territories, and urban slums. These configurations presuppose spatial distance and territorial organization (Social Justice and the City). Space itself, however, existed for billions of years prior to any such differentiation.
3. No poverty preceded or existed without space
There exists no scientific, historical, or anthropological account in which poverty preceded space or existed independently of spatial organization. Poverty emerges only once human beings divide and hierarchically structure space, thereby producing relational deprivation and exclusion (The Great Transformation; Development as Freedom). Consequently, poverty neither preceded space nor can it exist outside it.

Discussion
These findings demonstrate that poverty is not an autonomous or purely economic condition, but a spatially constituted one. Space enables distance, territorial separation, unequal access, and positional advantage. Together, these spatial conditions form the minimal requirements for poverty to exist. Without space, no individual or group could be positioned as poor relative to another.
This perspective reorients poverty studies toward ontological foundations by identifying space as the creator of poverty rather than a neutral background. This framework aligns with political economy approaches that conceptualize inequality as geographically produced and spatially reproduced (Social Justice and the City). Poverty is therefore unreal and inexistent without spacetime.

Conclusions
This study demonstrates that space originates poverty because:
1. Spacetime existed long before the emergence of poverty (Planck Collaboration, 2016).
2. Poverty is systematically dependent on spatial distance, territorial inequality, and geographic positioning (Social Justice and the City).
3. No poverty preceded or existed without space (The Great Transformation).
Thus, spacetime literally creates poverty.
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